Minutes

Missouri Life Sciences Research Board 

July 1, 2010
The Missouri Life Sciences Research Board (“Board”) met in regular session on July 1, 2010 by teleconference.
Members and Staff Participating:
Dr. Roger Mitchell, Chair 

Dr. Jeanne Daffron

Mr. Ed Pinegar

Mr. Ed Stevens
Mr. Jason Hall, Missouri Technology Corporation (administrative staff)

Mr. Bill Anderson, Missouri Technology Corporation (administrative staff)
Ms. Stacey Hirst, Missouri Technology Corporation (administrative staff)
WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER:
Chair Mitchell welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 8:31 a.m.  A quorum was established with four Board members participating in the meeting, including: Chair Mitchell, Dr. Daffron, Mr. Pinegar, and Mr. Stevens.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Chair Mitchell reviewed the minutes from April 8, 2010, which were distributed to the Board prior to the meeting.  The following resolution was moved by Mr. Stevens, seconded by Dr. Daffron and unanimously approved: 

RESOLVED, the Board hereby approves the minutes from the April 8, 2010 meeting as presented.

REVIEW GRANT MODIFICATIONS REQUEST:
Chair Mitchell moved to the next agenda item and reviewed a request from Dr. Laszlo Kovacs at Missouri State University, Grant #13243-2007, for a no-cost extension through December 31, 2010, which was presented to the Board prior to the meeting.  He also requested a re-allocation of funds totaling $12, 230 from the Salaries category and re-allocating $9,730 to Materials and Supplies and $2,500 to Maintenance.  Following a detailed discussion the following resolution was moved by Mr. Pinegar, seconded by Dr. Daffron and approved by the following roll call vote:

RESOLVED, the Board hereby approves the no-cost extension through December 31, 2010 and the budget re-allocation for Grant #13243-2007 as presented.

Dr. Daffron
aye
Mr. Pinegar
aye
Mr. Stevens
aye

Dr. Mitchell
aye

Chair Mitchell then reviewed a request from Dr. William P. Fay, University of Missouri, regarding Grant #09-1128, which was presented to the Board prior to the meeting.  Dr. Fay requested a modification in the objectives of the grant as outlined in the request.  He also requested a re-direction of funds totaling $15,211 in the Salary category to support the salaries of two additional part-time positions per the grant modification.   Following a detailed discussion the following resolution was moved by Dr. Daffron, seconded by Mr. Stevens and approved by the following roll call vote:

RESOLVED, the Board hereby approves the grant modification and re-direction of funds for Grant #09-1128 as presented.
Dr. Daffron
aye
Mr. Pinegar
aye
Mr. Stevens
aye

Dr. Mitchell
aye

Chair Mitchell then moved to the next agenda item and asked Mr. Hall to review the grant modification request from the Center for Emerging Technologies (“CET”), Grant # 09-1024, which was distributed to the Board prior to the meeting.  Mr. Hall explained that the request from CET is an assignment of the grant to the Center of Research, Technology and Entrepreneurial Exchange (CORTEX) in order to build out translational research space in the CORTEX One Building.  The original grant was to fund a Translational Acceleration Center to fit-out and equip wet lab research space in the new CET Building III.  However, the downturn in the economy has prevented the CET Building III project from moving forward.  There is a current need for the translational space at CORTEX to be completed in order to provide research and development space for displaced Pfizer workers who plan to remain in St. Louis to create high tech start-up companies.  This is part of a broader regional effort in St. Louis to provide life sciences entrepreneurs with adequate research facilities and commercialization support.  Mr. Hall further stated the request is in line with the intent and purpose of the original grant and would leverage the existing and on-going investments being made by other regional partners.  In addition Mr. Hall informed the Board that the General Assembly appropriated $500,000 to the MTC specifically to fund an entrepreneurial training program for the displaced Pfizer scientists. 
After a detailed discussion the following resolution was moved by Mr. Stevens, seconded by Dr. Daffron and approved by a roll call vote:
RESOLVED, the Board hereby approves the grant modification request for Grant # 09-1024 as presented. 

Dr. Daffron
aye
Mr. Pinegar
aye
Mr. Stevens
aye

Dr. Mitchell
aye

Chair Mitchell moved to the next agenda item and reviewed the request from Missouri State University for Grant #09-1053, which was distributed to the Board prior to the meeting.  Chair Mitchell stated the request is to approve the assignment of Mr. Allen Kunkel as the Principal Investigator effective June 1, 2010 due to the fact that Dr. Ryan Giedd stepped down as the Executive Director of the Jordan Valley Innovation Center.  Following a detailed discussion the following resolution was moved by Mr. Pinegar, seconded by Mr. Stevens and approved by the following roll call vote:

RESOLVED, the Board hereby approves the Principal Investigator assignment for Grant #09-1053 as presented.

Dr. Daffron
aye
Mr. Pinegar
aye
Mr. Stevens
aye

Dr. Mitchell
aye

Chair Mitchell the reviewed the no-cost extension request from Dr. Ashim Mitra at the University of Missouri-Kansas City for a six month extension through December 31, 2010 for Grant #13246-2007, which was distributed to the Board prior to the meeting.  Following a detailed discussion the following resolution was moved by Mr. Pinegar, seconded by Dr. Daffron and approved by the following roll call vote:

RESOLVED, the Board hereby approves the no-cost extension through December 31, 2010 for Grant #13246-2007 as presented.

Dr. Daffron
aye
Mr. Pinegar
aye
Mr. Stevens
aye

Dr. Mitchell
aye

ADJOURNMENT:
Having no further business to discuss, the following resolution was moved by Dr. Daffron, seconded by Mr. Pinegar and unanimously approved.
RESOLVED, the Board hereby adjourns at 8:54 p.m.

MEETING ADJOURNED 
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