Meeting Minutes

Missouri Life Sciences Research Board 

August 14, 2009
The Missouri Life Sciences Research Board (“Board”) met in regular session on August 14, 2009 in Kansas City at the offices of the Kansas City Area Life Sciences Institute at 1055 Broadway, Suite 130, Kansas City, Missouri.
Members and Staff Participating:
Dr. Roger Mitchell, Chair 

Dr. Jeanne Daffron

Mr. Ed Pinegar

Mr. Ed Stevens

Mr. Bill Anderson, Missouri Technology Corporation (administrative staff)

Ms. Stacey Hirst, Missouri Technology Corporation (administrative staff)
Guests Participating:

Dr. Jim Baker, Chair, Springfield Center for Excellence

Dr. Roger Beachy, Chair, St. Louis Center for Excellence (by teleconference)
Dr. Mike Chippendale, representing the Statewide Center for Excellence

Dr. Dan Getman, Chair, Kansas City Center for Excellence
Ms. Jessica Eads, Department of Economic Development
Dr. Frank Einhellig, Missouri State University

Ms. Rose Windmiller, Washington University
WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER:
Chair Mitchell welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 10:06 a.m.  A quorum was established with four Board members participating in the meeting, including: Chair Mitchell, Dr. Daffron, Mr. Pinegar, and Mr. Stevens.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Chair Mitchell asked if any of the members had questions or comments regarding the minutes from the July 1, 2009 Board meeting, which were distributed to the Board prior to the meeting.  Hearing none, the following resolution was moved by Mr. Pinegar, seconded by Dr. Daffron and unanimously approved: 

RESOLVED, that the minutes from the July 1, 2009 meeting are hereby approved by the Board as submitted.

REVIEW PILOT GRANT PROPOSALS UNDER GRANT #09-1076:
Chair Mitchell stated the Board is being asked to approve eight grant proposals totaling $280,000 under Grant #09-1076 titled the St. Louis Institute of Nanomedicine, which was approved at $1.5 million last year.  Chair Mitchell stated that due to a delay in the start of the project the budgets and timelines for the pilot projects differ slightly from the original grant proposal. They will be extending the pilot projects in next year.  Ms. Hirst reported they also purchased two pieces of equipment: (1) an atomic force microscope at $200,000; and (2) an IVIS imaging scanner at $250,000.  After a detailed discussion, the following resolution was moved by Dr. Daffron, seconded by Mr. Stevens and approved by the following roll call vote:

RESOLVED, the Board hereby approves the eight pilot projects totaling $280,000 and the extension of the projects as proposed for LSRB Grant Agreement #09-1076 as presented. 

Dr. Daffron
aye

Mr. Pinegar
aye

Mr. Stevens
aye

Chair Mitchell
aye

REVIEW THE RFP AND APPLICATION FOR FULL PROPOSALS:
Chair Mitchell then moved to the next agenda item and a review of the draft RFP and application for full proposals, which were distributed to the Board prior to the meeting.  Mr. Anderson provided the Board with a detailed explanation of the revisions in the RFP compared to last year.  Dr. Beachy expressed his appreciation of the standardized forms.  After a detailed discussion, the following resolution was moved by Mr. Stevens, seconded by D. Daffron and approved by the following roll call vote:

RESOLVED, the Request for Proposals, LSRB 2009-004 is hereby approved by the Board as presented. 

Dr. Daffron
aye

Mr. Pinegar
aye

Mr. Stevens
aye

Chair Mitchell
aye

REPORTS FROM THE CENTER FOR EXCELLENCE ON LETTERS OF INTENT REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATIONS:

Chair Mitchell requested that each Center for Excellence (“CFE”) Chair or representative provide a presentation regarding their respective screening committee’s review of the letters of intent.
Dr. Chippendale provided information regarding the process of the Statewide screening committee, their review of the letters of intent proposals, and the scoring of the proposals.
Dr. Getman presented the process of the Kansas City screening committee and the recommended proposals.

Dr. Beachy gave a presentation of the St. Louis screening committee process and stated they made a decision to focus more on equipment and specific proposals versus larger center proposals as in previous years.  

Dr. Baker provided information regarding the process of the Springfield screening committee and the recommended proposals. 

Following a detailed discussion of each CFE proposal, Dr. Mitchell then asked Mr. Anderson to review the timeline for the full proposals.  Mr. Anderson stated the full proposals will be due on September 14, 2009, with the peer reviews due on October 30, 2009.  The peer review comments will then be sent to the Centers for Excellence with their recommendations and comments due back on November 13, 2009.  This deadline has been extended one week, which was originally November 6, 2009, to allow the screening committee members additional time to review the peer review results.
Chair Mitchell then moved to the next agenda item and the discussion of which Letters of Intent to invite for full proposal.  A report was distributed to the Board which highlighted the 66 Letters of Intent recommended by the Center for Excellence.
After a very detailed discussion, the following resolution was moved by Mr. Pinegar, seconded by Dr. Daffron and approved by the following roll call vote:

RESOLVED, the Board hereby recommends 66 proposals as presented to the Board, and

FURTHER RESOLVED, the Board hereby recommends flexibility to increase the number of proposals to 67 or decrease to 65, if it is found that an Algal project proposal under the St. Louis Center for Excellence, which was not recommended, is linked to two other Algal project proposals under the Kansas City and Statewide Centers for Excellence, which were recommended to move forward under the full proposal review, and to determine whether or not the projects move forward as three individual projects or combined under one project proposal, and

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, the Board hereby authorizes Mr. Anderson to contact the three Algal projects to determine if the projects are linked and how the projects should move forward under the process stated above.
Dr. Daffron
aye

Mr. Pinegar
aye

Mr. Stevens
aye

Chair Mitchell
aye

NEW BUSINESS:
Chair Mitchell asked for any new business to be brought forward.  Mr. Stevens stated he would like to see improvements made to the Life Sciences Research Board website.  He also stated he would like to see reported outcomes regarding previously awarded grant projects.  A detailed discussion of these items followed.

ADJOURNMENT:
Having no further business to discuss, Chair Mitchell declared the meeting adjourned at 11:45 a.m.
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