Meeting Minutes

Missouri Life Sciences Research Board 

July 1, 2009
The Missouri Life Sciences Research Board (“Board”) met in regular session on July 1, 2009 by teleconference.
Members and Staff Participating:
Dr. Roger Mitchell, Chair 

Dr. Jeanne Daffron

Mr. Ed Pinegar

Mr. Kevin Sprouse

Mr. Ed Stevens

Mr. Bill Anderson, Missouri Technology Corporation (administrative staff)

Ms. Stacey Hirst, Department of Economic Development (administrative staff)
Guests Participating:

Dr. Roger Beachy, Chair, St. Louis Center for Excellence

Dr. Keith Gary, Kansas City Area Life Sciences Institute (representing the Kansas City Center 
     for Excellence)
Ms. Jessica Eads, Department of Economic Development
WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER:
Chair Mitchell welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m.  A quorum was established with five Board members participating in the meeting, including: Chair Mitchell, Dr. Daffron, Mr. Pinegar, Mr. Sprouse, and Mr. Stevens.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Chair Mitchell asked if any of the members had questions or comments regarding the minutes from the May 26, 2009 Board meeting, which were distributed to the Board prior to the meeting.  Hearing none, the following resolution was moved by Mr. Sprouse, seconded by Mr. Stevens and unanimously approved: 

RESOLVED, that the minutes from the May 26, 2009 meeting are hereby approved by the Board as submitted.

REVIEW LSRB GRANT 09-1011 TIMELINE ADJUSTMENT:
Chair Mitchell asked Ms. Hirst to provide the Board with information about the adjustment to the timeline for Grant #09-1011.  Ms. Hirst stated the request is from Dr. Ralph Butler at the MU Research Reactor Center.  He is requesting a 6-month extension in order to complete the project from December 31, 2009 to June 30, 2010.  After a detailed discussion, the following resolution was moved by Mr. Pinegar, seconded by Dr. Daffron and approved by the following roll call vote:

RESOLVED, the Board hereby approves the LSRB Grant Agreement #09-1011 timeline extension from December 31, 2009 to June 30, 2010. 

Dr. Daffron
aye

Mr. Pinegar
aye

Mr. Sprouse
aye

Mr. Stevens
aye

Chair Mitchell
aye

REVIEW THE FY2010 MOU:
Chair Mitchell then moved to the next agenda item and a review of the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Board, the Missouri Technology Corporation (MTC) and the Department of Economic Development, which authorizes the MTC to serve as the administrative agency on behalf of the Board.  Hearing no questions, the following resolution was moved by Dr. Daffron, seconded by Mr. Stevens and approved by the following roll call vote:

RESOLVED, the FY2010 MOU between the Board, the MTC and the Department of Economic Development is hereby approved by the Board as submitted. 

Dr. Daffron
aye

Dr. Onder
aye

Mr. Pinegar
aye

Mr. Sprouse
aye

Mr. Stevens
aye

Chair Mitchell
aye

REVIEW THE ADMINISTRATIVE BUDGET FOR FY2010:

Chair Mitchell asked Mr. Anderson to review the proposed FY2010 administrative budget for the Life Sciences Research Board.  Mr. Anderson referred to the FY2010 proposed budget which was submitted to the Board prior to the meeting.  After a detailed discussion, the following resolution was moved by Mr. Pinegar, seconded by Mr. Sprouse and approved by the following roll call vote:

RESOLVED, the Board hereby approves the FY2010 Administrative Budget for the Life Sciences Research Board as submitted.

Dr. Daffron
aye

Dr. Onder
aye

Mr. Pinegar
aye

Mr. Sprouse
aye

Mr. Stevens
aye

Chair Mitchell
aye

REVIEW THE FY2010 CENTERS FOR EXCELLENCE PROPOSALS:

Chair Mitchell then asked Ms. Hirst to review the proposals from the four Centers for Excellence, which were distributed to the Board prior to the meeting.  Ms. Hirst reviewed each proposal and pointed out changes to the Advisory Committee members and Screening Committees where applicable.  After a detailed discussion, the following resolution was moved by Dr. Daffron, seconded by Mr. Sprouse and approved by the following roll call vote:

RESOLVED, the Board hereby accepts and approves the Centers for Excellence proposals as submitted.
Dr. Daffron
aye

Dr. Onder
aye

Mr. Pinegar
aye

Mr. Sprouse
aye

Mr. Stevens
aye

Chair Mitchell
aye

Chair Mitchell then asked Mr. Anderson to present the Letter of Intent Checklists for Research and Commercialization proposals.  The intent of the checklist is to provide further guidance to the COEs on how to score proposals against the evaluation criteria laid out in the solicitation and also to normalize the recommendations and feedback across the four COEs to make it easier for the Board to determine the priorities of the COEs. Mr. Anderson stated he would provide these checklists to the COEs along with the Letter of Intent proposals.

REVIEW THE FY2010 SCIENTIFIC PEER REVIEW PROPOSALS:
Chair Mitchell then moved to the next agenda item and a review of the peer review proposals.  He asked Mr. Anderson to review the proposals and the evaluation prepared by the MTC, which were submitted to the Board prior to the meeting.  Mr. Anderson stated responses were received from LYTMOS and AAAS.  In comparison, the two proposals were exceptional with only 2.0 points of separation.  AAAS is a nationally-recognized organization within the scientific community and is based in Washington, D.C.  LYTMOS is a Missouri-based firm, but is also very well known on the national level.  LYTMOS was the lowest bidder.  After a detailed discussion, the following resolution was moved by Dr. Daffron, seconded by Mr. Sprouse and approved by the following roll call vote:

RESOLVED, the Board hereby approves and accepts the bid from LYTMOS, LLC as the scientific peer review firm.
NEW BUSINESS:
Chair Mitchell asked Mr. Anderson to provide an update to the Board on the status of the Letters of Intent.  Mr. Anderson stated the Letters of Intent are due on July 1, 2009, and 96 proposals have been received so far.  Mr. Anderson further stated the next meeting of the Board is August 14, 2009 in Kansas City.
ADJOURNMENT:
Having no further business to discuss, Chair Mitchell declared the meeting adjourned at 10:55 a.m.
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