Meeting Minutes

Missouri Life Sciences Research Board 

April 15, 2009
The Missouri Life Sciences Research Board (“Board”) met in regular session on April 15, 2009 by teleconference.
Members and Staff Participating:
Dr. Roger Mitchell, Chair 

Dr. Jeanne Daffron

Mr. Ed Pinegar

Mr. Ed Stevens

Mr. Bill Anderson, Missouri Technology Corporation (administrative staff)

Ms. Stacey Hirst, Department of Economic Development (administrative staff)
Guests Participating:

Dr. Nasser Arshadi, RAM Member, University of Missouri-St. Louis
Dr. Jim Baker, Chair, Springfield Center for Excellence
Dr. Roger Beachy, Chair, St. Louis Center for Excellence

Amy Boyet-Grubbs, Biogenerator

Dr. Bill Duncan, Chair, Kansas City Center for Excellence

Jessica Eads, Department of Economic Development

Dr. Rob Hall, University of Missouri-Columbia (attending on behalf of Dr. Rob Duncan)

Dr. Dan Getman, Kansas City Area Life Sciences Institute

Jim Layton, Attorney General’s Office

Dr. Marc Linit, University of Missouri-Columbia (representing the Statewide Center for

     Excellence)

Dr. Mike Nichols, MTC Board Member, University of Missouri

Victoria Steel, RAM Member, University of Central Missouri

Rose Windmiller, Washington University

WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER:
Chair Mitchell welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 11:35 a.m.  A quorum was established with four Board members in attendance including: Chair Mitchell, Dr. Daffron, Mr. Pinegar, and Mr. Stevens.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Chair Mitchell asked if any of the members had questions or comments regarding the minutes from the December 19, 2008 board meeting, which were distributed to the Board prior to the meeting.  Hearing none, the following resolution was moved by Dr. Daffron, seconded by Mr. Pinegar and unanimously approved: 

RESOLVED, that the minutes from the December 19, 2008 meeting are hereby approved by the Board as submitted.

REVIEW LAWSUIT:

Chair Mitchell asked Mr. Jim Layton from the Attorney General’s Office to report on the status of the lawsuit from the Missouri Roundtable for Life (“MRL”) regarding a challenge to the Life Sciences Trust Fund appropriation.  Mr. Layton reported the MRL appealed the Circuit Court decision to the Missouri Supreme Court, which was filed in early February 2009.  The MRL will file their brief and then the AGO will file on behalf of the state of Missouri and other defendants.  He commented he expects the appeal to be argued in late September or October of 2009.
REVIEW AND APPROVE PROJECT PAYMENT SCHEDULES:

Chair Mitchell called on Ms. Hirst to review the project payment schedules and reports as submitted by the Grantees and the various principal investigators in accordance with the grant agreements.  The schedules and reports were submitted to the Board prior to the meeting.  Ms. Hirst reviewed the purpose of the project payment schedules and reviewed several individual schedules for the Board. 
There was a discussion regarding the tracking of budget revisions and a suggestion was made by Dr. Beachy to develop guidelines for the program.  Chair Mitchell stated this suggestion would be addressed at the next Board meeting.

The following resolution was moved by Mr. Stevens, seconded by Dr. Daffron and unanimously approved by the roll call vote:
RESOLVED, the Board hereby approves the project payment schedules as submitted and Grantees are hereby approved to release grant funds in accordance with the schedules.

Dr. Daffron
aye

Mr. Pinegar
aye

Mr. Stevens
aye

Dr.  Mitchell
aye

DE-BRIEF OF FY2009 LIFE SCIENCES TRUST FUND PROCESS:
Chair Mitchell then asked Mr. Mark Milutinovich from the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) to provide a de-briefing on the FY2009 process.

Mr. Milutinovich provided a de-briefing and also proposed several suggestions and improvements for the process in the future.  The Center for Excellence Chairman also made several suggestions regarding how to improve the process.  Chair Mitchell stated these items will be discussed at the next Board meeting.
NEW BUSINESS:
Chair Mitchell asked Mr. Anderson to update the Board on the status of the Missouri Technology Corporation (MTC) Executive Director position.  Mr. Anderson stated that Governor Nixon nominated Mr. Jason Hall as the new MTC Executive Director.  The MTC Board meets on April 24, 2009 to consider the nomination.
Chair Mitchell then asked Mr. Anderson to provide the Board a status of the budget for the Life Sciences Research Trust Fund for FY2010.  Mr. Anderson stated the House Budget Committee proposed $13.3 million and the Senate Budget Committee proposed $5 million for the Life Sciences Trust Fund.  The next step is for members from each committee to meet in Conference Committee to come to a consensus as to the amount for FY2010.  

ADJOURNMENT:
Having no further business to discuss, Chair Mitchell declared the meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m.
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